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Oglala Sioux Tribe

Office of the President
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
Dost Office Box 2070
iie Ritige, South Dakota 57770 .
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S Feix 605.867.6076 '
Darcy 1. Good Crow theresatb@oglala.org - twobullst@yahoo.cont Theresa B. Two Bulls
Ezecutive Secretary Prestdent

April 27,2009

Repr'és‘e;,a‘h_té'th‘;e“step’hanie'HerSEth=SandIin'

331 Caniion

US House of Representatives:

Washington, DC

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT—BIA ROUTE 33-SECTION 10 THROUGH 30—19.4 MILES
PRICRITY REQUEST NUMBER 2
Dear Representative Herseth:Sandlin:

Please accept this LETTER QF SUPPORT for the Ogiala Sloux Tribe's SECOND: HIGHEST PRIORITY for .
inclusion within the Reauthorization:of SAFETEA:LY. This:project: prowdes 4 hecessary raconstruction of
BIA ROUTE33 betwean Manderson (beginning 8t fts junction with Route 28} to Rockkyford (ending atits
jurction. with BIA 27) for a distance of 19,4 milas. This road serves a$ an Important transportation.
segment allowing access by Manderson: and Wounded Knee rasidénts to highways leading to Rapid City..
The road isalso animportant component of plans to implement a Scenic By-Way on thie Reservation. 1
is-anticipated that miahy visilorsto: the South Unit of Badlands National park will use BIA 33 1o atcess the
Wounded Kneg gravesite to learn about that important event intribal history. As Presidentof the
Oglala Sioux Tribe; | explicitly support the BIA Route 33 Project 25 the second highest priority prOject
for inclusion within- SAFETEA-LU,

BIA Roiite 33 is-a relic 6f the old Bureau of Indian Affairs process of constructing roads that have an

 inadeguate base, narrow lane widths, no shoulders, poorsight lines, and steep-should slopes. The
present road surface has numerous areas:of breakupdue te the poor base. Sight linas are inadequate
die to frequent dins that hide oncoming traffic from view. The 08T Department:of Transpartation is
‘presently workir g entwo different areas thathave had sigrificant erosion that has.undercut 8 partof
the: traffic lanes. The OSTDOT proposes to reconstruct the entiredistance. The road:base will be:

Fat med and built-to-support modern traffic:standards. Cut and fitl will remove many-of the dipsithat
taiise col!nsmns and lane widths will be increased to 12 feet-for each travel lane. Shoulder slopes will be
lessened o avoid neddless Foll-over sccidents. Essantially, the reconstruction will bring the road up to
‘modern-standards so-that l-can:meet the economic; social, and ciittural ngeds of touristyand residents
alike.
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The O57 Department of Transportation is requesting the total ¢ost of the project at $29 million daollars.
The Tribe’s annual funding under the indian Resewat\on Raads Program is only about 55 ma!hon dollars

"hearings 6 major construction: prejects under prowsmns of 25 G F R. Part 170, The Tnbe soln:lts
comments in'developrent of its Tribal Transportation improvement Plan and the OSTDAT Road
Commisston considers those comments in its review of proposed construction profects. ‘The Tribe’s
Economic and Business Development Committee then considers the miatter further before action is
requested by the Tribal Cauneil or Executive Committee. The public can request their voice be heardat
each hearifig.

The propased project is estimated to cost:approximately $29 million dolfars and the Tribe requests that
amountfor 100% fundihg under the reauthorized SAFETEA-LU (or successar) tegislation.

The Oglala Sioux Tribe fooks forward to faconstruction of BIA Route 33 ard | FULLY SUPPORT the
project, Please feel free to contact me if additional information is-needéd of you may contact the OST
Transpotation Director (Mr. Jeff Whalen) at 605- 867-5376 {office}, 605:441-0267 {cell), or
Dstroads®gwicaiet (email),

Sincarely,
“Fher sa Twip BIF
Presidenit
Oglala Stoux Tribe




